


Day 01,  27 May  

Depart Adelaide  

Begin your journey to Istanbul via 

Dubai. 

 

Day 02,  28 May  

Dubai to Istanbul  

Welcome to Istanbul! The rest of 

the day is at leisure to relax or 

explore Istanbul. 

Stay: Crowne Plaza Old City (D) 

 

Day 03,  29 May  

Istanbul  

the greatest examples of 

Byzantine architecture, rich with 

mosaics, marble pillars and 

coverings. Now a museum, 

Hagia Sophia is acknowledged 

buildings. Also visit the famous 

Blue Mosque and the Topkapi 

Palace, former seat of the 

Ottoman emperors, to admire its 

treasures. The afternoon is free 

time to shop at the Grand 

Bazaar. Tonight dine at a local 

restaurant. 

Stay: Crowne Plaza Old City 

(B,D) 

 

 

Day 04,  30 May  

Istanbul  

After a visit to the 17th century 

Egyptian Spice Market, embark 

on an unforgettable cruise along 

the Bosphorus, the beautiful 

strait that divides Europe from 

Asia. Winding between wooded 

castles, 19th century mansions, 

picturesque villages and the 

extravagant baroque palaces of 

the late Ottoman sultans. Later, 

enjoy a fantastic afternoon tea at 

the majestic Ciragan Palace 

Kempinski. Tonight, dinner is in 

 

Stay: Crowne Plaza Old City 

(B,D) 

 

Day 05,  31 May  

Istanbul to Plovdiv  

Travel to the Bulgarian border 

and then Plovdiv. A lovely old 

town, Stariot Grad, is largely 

restored to a mid-19th-century 

appearance complete with 

packed with art galleries and 

atmospheric house-museums. 

within its tranquil confines. It also 

boasts Thracian, Roman, 

Byzantine and Bulgarian 

Personally escorted 
from Adelaide by  
Phil Hoffmann  
 
30 day group tour  

This unique combination of 

luxury hotel accommodation, 

coach travel and first-class 

river cruising brings the best 

of Europe closer than ever. 

The rich history of Prague, the 

classical beauty of Vienna, the 

intrigue of eastern Europe, 

and the outstandingly exotic 

but you could have the 

adventure of a lifetime when 

trying. 

Morning, noon and night, 

cultural, historical and culinary 

delights (on land and water) 

they 

must be experienced first-

hand. 

Istanbul, Turkey  

Asia', Istanbul - formerly 

Constantinople - is a city with 

an imperial history stretching 

back over 1,500 years. It is the 

cultural heart of the nation 

which spans the two 

continents and has been a vital 

trading post for spices and 

textiles brought to Europe via 

the Silk Road.  The city is 

scattered with stunning 

Ottoman mosques, classical 

columns, Byzantine structures, 

ancient city walls and 

Orthodox churches. 

 

The old part of the city, holds 

St Sophia, Topkapi Palace and 

the Blue Mosque. The bustling 

Grand Bazaar, is a shopping 

Mecca and encompasses 

some 58  streets, whilst the 

of herbs, spices, handicrafts, 

dried fruits and Turkish delight. 

 



antiquities the Roman amphi 

theatres being the most 

preserved. Enjoy dinner at 

restaurant. 

Stay: Novotel Hotel (B,D) 

 

Day 06,  1 Jun 2011 

Plovdiv to Sofia  

superb Rila Monastery; the 

most important symbol and a 

sanctuary for Bulgarian culture 

during the Turkish occupation. 

most compact and walkable 

capital cities. Here the old east-

meets-west, with a scattering of 

onion-domed churches, 

Ottoman mosques and Red 

Army monuments topped with 

Soviet soldiers. They share the 

skyline with glitzy shopping 

malls, first class hotels and the 

restaurants. Enjoy dinner at the 

Kempinksi Hotel. 

Stay: Kempinksi Hotel (B,D) 

 

Day 07,  02 Jun 2011 

Sofia 

Enjoy a day of sightseeing with a 

local guide taking us to St Sofia 

Church, across from the golden 

domed St Alexander Nevsky 

Cathedral. Then the day is at 

leisure, perhaps shop or visit the 

National Museum of History. 

Tonight, enjoy delicious 

Bulgarian cuisine at a folklore 

style restaurant. 

Stay: Kempinksi Hotel (B,D) 

 

Day 08,  03 Jun 2011 

Sofia to Bucharest  

Depart Sofia and head towards 

the Bulgarian border to Romania 

and its capital Bucharest. 

Stay: Radisson Blu Hotel (B,D) 

 

Day 9,  04 Jun 2011 

Bucharest  

The tree lined boulevards, 

wonderful late 19th century 

architecture, and its own Arc de 

Triomphe make the Romanian 

highlights include the Parliament 

Palace (one of the largest 

buildings in the world) University 

Square and the former 

Communist headquarters. The 

remainder of the day is at leisure 

to wander around the shops or 

relax in a cafe. 

Stay: Radisson Blu Hotel (B) 

 

Rila Monastery, Bulgaria  

renowned monastery emerges 

abruptly out of a forested 

valley in the Rila Mountains. 

The monastery was founded 

in AD 927 by Ivan Rilski, 

leader of a monastic colony of 

hermits. Originally built 3km to 

the northeast, it was moved to 

its current location in 1335.  

Rila Monastery was a powerful 

feudal fiefdom and, while 

plundered early in the 15th 

century, was restored in 1469, 

were returned from Veliko 

Târnovo.  

The monastery helped 

preserve Bulgarian culture and 

religion during the Ottoman 

centuries, despite being 

destroyed by them often over 

the years. 

Bran Castle, Transylvania  

Surrounded by an aura of 

mystery and legend and 

perched high atop a 200-foot-

high rock, Bran Castle owes 

its fame to its imposing towers 

and turrets as well as to the 

myth created around Bram 

  

Built on the site of a Teutonic 

Knights stronghold dating from 

1212, the castle was first 

documented in an act issued 

by Louis I of Hungary on 

November 19, 1377, giving the 

Saxons of Kronstadt (Brasov) 

the privilege to build the 

Citadel. 

Although Stoker never visited 

Transylvania, the Irish author 

relied on research and his vivid 

imagination to create the dark 

and intimidating stomping 

ground of Count Dracula, 

leading to persistent myths 

that it was once the home of 

Vlad Tepes, ruler of Walachia.  



Day 10,  05 Jun 11,  

Bucharest  to Brasov  

Enjoy an excursion to Peles, the 

most beautiful of all Royal 

castles in Romania. Later 

continue on the through the 

Transylvanian Alps and discover 

if  the popular image of 

visit Bran Castle. Arrive into 

Brasov in the late afternoon.  

Stay: Arno Palace Hotel (B,D)  

 

Day 11,  06 Jun 2011 

Brasov to Giurgiu  

Enjoy an orientation tour of 

Brasov, a 13th century town 

known by German colonists as 

Kronstadt. Before embarking the 

River Princess in Giurgiu, head 

north to Sighisoara. standing as 

and best-preserved medieval 

towns. Visit the birthplace of Vlad 

Dracula (aka Vlad the Impaler), 

Then continue to the port of 

Giurgiu to board the River 

Princess. 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

Day 12 ,  07 Jun 2011 

Rousse to Varna  

Today includes a day tour to 

Varna. After arriving in the 

visit the Archaeological Museum 

the history of Varna and the 

Black Sea region. Following the 

museum visit, stroll the 

pedestrian zone, a great spot for 

shopping, and enjoy lunch in a 

local restaurant. During free time 

after lunch, perhaps visit the 

beach or walk along the costal 

the River Princess after lunch. 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

Day 13,  08 Jun 2011 

Rousse to Vidin  

Today tour to Arbanassi, noted 

for its rich history and examples 

of 17th and 18th century 

architecture. Then explore Veliko 

Tarnovo, widely considered to 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

Day 14,  09 Jun 2011 

Vidin 

Enjoy a half day tour to the 

Belogradchik Rock Formations. 

weathered red sand -stone in 

fantastic formations on the 

 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D)  

River Princess  

As the River Princess will be 

your home-away-from-home, 

everything about it is intended 

to make this cruise 

unforgettable. The attention to 

detail will enchant you: award-

winning hospitality, rich 

fabrics, luxurious decor, plush 

leather it abounds in signature 

touches and modern 

conveniences. 

This boutique hotel-style ship 

promises you a unique 

 

atmosphere, evident as soon 

as you enter the elegant lobby 

and even more so in your suite 

or stateroom. 

And after a day of sightseeing, 

nothing matches the comfort 

of this all-suite ship.  

appointed boutique, hotel-

style river cruise ship awaits 

you. 

Belogradchik Rocks   

The Belogradchik Rocks  are 

one of the natural wonders of 

Bulgaria. These huge reddish 

limestone and sandstone 

rocks tower over the small 

town of Belogradchik and 

form part of the walls of the 

Belogradchik Fortress, which 

was first built by the Romans 

about 100 AD. 

Some of them a slanting 

randomly scattered among 

the green hills. Others 

resemble standing figures of 

human beings, animals or 

plants.  

Unusual for these geographic 

areas, this landscape spreads 

along some 30 kilometers on 

both sides of the road, which 

leads to the center of the 

town of Belogradchik. 

The rocks were declared a 

natural landmark in 1949. 



Day 15,  10 Jun 2011 

Iron Gates Cruising  

Spend a relaxing day cruising 

between Serbia and Romania 

-

mile sequence of gorges. 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

Day 16,  11 Jun 2011 

Belgrade  

largest city. The guided walk 

visits the main Monuments of 

Kalemegdan fortress and parks. 

During a city drive view the 

National Museum, Parliament 

House, Town Hall, Dom 

Cathedral, pass the Tomb of 

National Hero Tito and see old 

parts of Belgrade along the river. 

The afternoon is at leisure for 

further exploring. 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

Day 17,  12 Jun 2011  

Belgrade to Vukovar  

river port and where the Vuka 

and Danube rivers join. Enroute 

to Vukovar, stop in Osijek for a 

memorable visit to a local school 

where children perform songs 

and show you their classrooms. 

-hosted lunch and more touring, 

including Tvrda, the old part of 

Osijek. On return to the River 

Princess, see the many buildings 

of this prosperous city, they have 

been restored but there are 

visible scars from the Serbian/

 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

Day 18,  13 Jun 2011 

Vukovar to Budapest  

Enjoy a relaxing day cruising 

from Vukovar to Budapest whilst 

taking in the beautiful scenery 

and facilities onboard the River 

Princess. 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

Day 19,  14 Jun 2011 

Budapest  

This morning take a guided city 

tour of Budapest. Walk through 

the historic district to visit St. 

Matthias church and 

the city. Continue to the National 

Museum, Liberty Bridge, 

Andrassy Boulevard, and St. 

comfort of a coach. 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

 

Belgrade  

Belgrade, the capital of the 

Republic of Serbia is the 

country's largest city. 

It lies on the confluence of the 

Sava and Danube rivers. The 

city has a long history, dating 

back to the 4th century BC, 

when the area was settled by 

Celtic tribes. Later on, it 

became the Roman city of 

Singidunum, and relics of that 

era can still be seen in the 

city, particularly at 

Kalemegdan Fortress. 

Belgrade city centre is not too 

big and everything between 

Kalemegdan, Knez Mihajlova 

street and Skadarska street is 

best viewed by foot. 

There is a lake in the center of 

the city, which is a great place 

for picnics. It also contains a 

lot of cafes and restaurants. 

You may rent bikes or inline 

skates at several points near 

the entry to the island. 

 

 

Budapest  

The largest city of Hungary, 

Budapest serves as the 

country's principal political, 

cultural, commercial, industrial, 

and transportation centre. 

Regarded as one of the most 

beautiful cities in Europe, its 

extensive World Heritage Site 

includes the banks of the 

Danube,  the Buda Castle 

Quarter, Andrássy Avenue, 

Heroes' Square and the 

Millennium Underground 

Railway, the second oldest in 

the world. 

The neo-Gothic Parliament 

building, often shown in 

photographs contains the 

Hungarian Crown Jewels, 

whilst Saint Stephen's Basilica, 

is where the Holy Right Hand 

of the founder of Hungary, 

King Saint Stephen is on 

display. 

 

 

 



Day 20, 15 Jun 2011 

Budapest to Bratislava  

Enjoy leisurely cruising sailing 

towards Bratislava. This 

afternoon take a city tour of 

cultural, political, and economic 

centre. Tour  through Old Town 

Bratislava to see Freedom 

ends at central Main Square for 

free time with shopping or 

coffee. 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

Day 21, 16 Jun 2011 

Bratislava to  Vienna  

Today enjoy a morning city tour 

of Vienna, a treasure trove of 

secular and sacred gems 

Cathedral and the stately 

Ringstrasse; a broad 

thoroughfare surrounded by 

imperial buildings and 

monuments. Visit the Baroque 

State Hall of the Austrian 

National Library perhaps the 

most beautiful library rooms. 

Then we travel to Schoenbrunn 

important cultural monuments; 

original buildings date to the 

Middle Ages. Enjoy the exquisite 

gardens of this extensive 

complex and tour the Palais. 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

Day 22, 17 Jun 2011 

Vienna 

Today is at leisure. Explore a 

palace further, delve into the 

and famous Secession art 

movement or just relax in a 

Viennese coffeehouse. Tonight 

you are treated to a concert. 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

Day 23,  18 Jun 2011 

Vienna to Melk  

This morning visit Dürnstein 

where King Richard the         

Lion-Heart of England was held 

captive by Duke Leopold V. 

Enjoy scenic sailing as we cruise 

along the Danube towards Melk, 

an Austrian city near the Wachau 

valley. Experience a guided tour 

of the magnificent Melk Abbey. 

Head-quarters for Napoleon in 

his campaign against Austria, the 

terrace at Melk Abbey affords 

wonderful views of the Danube. 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 24,  19 Jun 2011 

Melk to Linz  

Today, enjoy a full day tour to 

Salzburg, a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site known for its well-

preserved medieval town core 

and wonderful musical heritage. 

During a guided walking tour, 

marvel at the 15th century 

cathedral; stroll the famous 

Getreidegasse shopping street, 

and also pass by the birthplace 

and childhood home of Mozart. 

Also admire the Mirabellgarten, 

featured in the beloved film The 

Sound of Music. 

Stay: River Princess (B,L,D) 

 

Day 25,  20 Jun 2011 

Linz to Passau to Prague  

Welcome to the Czech Republic! 

After disembarkation in Passau 

enjoy a drive through the green 

Bohemian countryside to 

medieval Cesky Krumlov for an 

orientation tour of this 

UNESCOWorld Cultural Heritage 

Site, with its ancient town and 

renaissance castle on either side 

of the River Vltava. 

Stay: Hilton Hotel (B,D) 

 

 

Schönbrunn Palace  

The Cultural World Heritage 

Site of Schönbrunn Palace is 

visited tourist attraction.  

In the palace the residential 

and state rooms with their 

original furnishings and 

decorations convey an 

authentic impression of the 

imperial lifestyle. The park 

and gardens surounding the 

palace make Schönbrunn a 

unique synthesis of Baroque 

art.  

The Schönbrunn Palace is 

where Empress Maria 

Theresa lived with her 16 

children and her husband 

Emperor Francis I. Years 

later this was the place 

chosen by Napoleon as his 

headquarters during his 

Austrian campaigns. 

 



Day 26,  21Jun 2011 

Prague  

most fashion -able and culturally 

exciting cities. Sightseeing with 

local guide will show the 1000 

year old Hradcany Castle and 

the majestic St Vitus Cathedral 

before descending to the Old 

Town. End the tour at the 

time to shop for Bohemian 

crystal, Carlsbad porcelain and 

superb custom jewellery. Enjoy 

dinner at a top restaurant and a 

scenic river cruise to see the 

beautiful, illuminated 

architecture. 

Stay: Hilton Hotel (B,D) 

 

Day 27,  22 Jun 2011 

Prague  

This morning visit the Jewish 

operating Synagogue. The day is 

then at leisure before enjoying  

 

Czech cuisine and the famed 

beer and local entertainment in 

an Old Town restaurant. 

Stay: Hilton Hotel (B,D) 

 

Day 28,  23 Jun  

Depart Prague  

Transfer to the Airport for your 

flight to Adelaide via Dubai 

 

Day 29,  24 Jun  

Arrive Dubai  

Short transit in Dubai before your 

flight to Melbourne. 

 

Day 30,  25 Jun  

Arrive Melbourne  

Arrive Melbourne just past 

midnight and make your way to 

the Hilton Melbourne Airport 

Hotel for the remainder of the 

night. 

Fly to Adelaide mid-morning. 

 

cat 5 

cat 4 

cat 3 

cat 2 

cat 1 

suite 

$  9,990  

$10,490  

$10,990 

$11,490 

$11,990 

$12,990 

twin share costs  
tour costs:  

 
Stay Longer Extend your stay in Europe at the 

conclusion of your tour or enjoy a stopover in 

Dubai. Your  Phil Hoffmann Travel consultant can 

arrange this for you on request.  

tour inclusions   

¶ 14 night cruise on River 
Princess inc port charges  

¶ First class accommodation  

¶ Extensive sightseeing and 
touring as per itinerary 

¶ Meals as per itinerary 
¶
 Group transfers at your 

destinations2 

¶
 Home to airport transfer3 

¶ Gratuities for cruise ship staff, 
coach tour director, porters 

¶ Services of professional 
English speaking local guides 

¶ Pre-departure tour notes,  
pre-departure function (in 
Adelaide) and tour booklet 

                 ********** 
special airfare offer in conjunction 
with above land/cruise package: 
return economy class flights (from 
Adelaide1) inc taxes and overnight 
Hilton Airport Hotel from $1,699 pp... 
Special airfares is available for a limited 
time only   
               ********** 
1 flights from other capital cities on application 
2 when travelling on group flight package 
3 departure transfer Adelaide metro area only  

Prague 

Prague lies on the Vltava 

River in the middle of 

Bohemia featuring seven 

districts. Situated on the hill 

overlooking Prague, is Prague 

Castle,  the most popular 

sight visted in the city and St 

Vitus Cathedral and the 

Strahov Monastery - all 

places that are steeped in 

history.  

The city centre is a mélange 

of stunning architecture, from 

Gothic, Renaissance and 

baroque to neoclassical, art 

nouveau and cubist, beyond 

the medieval lanes of the Old 

Town and the Castle District, 

cosmopolitan city to explore 

with riverside parks, lively 

bars and beer gardens, music 

clubs, museums and art 

galleries. Strolling across 

Charles Bridge is everybody's 

favourite Prague activity. 



Carefully selected  

journeys revealing the 

heart of a destination 

with comfort, quality and 

total peace of mind  

 
 
PHT Group Tours are a series of proven and traditional itineraries based on 
our past experiences. They incorporate the most desirable sequence of 
touring; quality accommodation (usually 4-5 star); and extensive 
sightseeing with added inclusions.  
 
Personally escorted from Adelaide by a Phil Hoffmann Travel 
representative, pre-departure travel information, a personal tour booklet 
and get-togethers with fellow travellers are customary features of these 
quality tours.  

Group tour booking conditions 

Not Included on tour: Travel insurance; gratuities & 
tips (drink waiters, tipping whilst ashore, local 
guides, meals which are not part of our tour); items 
of a personal nature eg drinks, laundry, phone calls, 
meals other than those indicated, additional 
sightseeing; optional shore excursions; extensions/
stopovers/amendments (if applicable); 1flight cost 
variations from other cities (if applicable)  2arrival & 
departure transfers when not travelling on group 
flight package; 3departure transfer outside of 
Adelaide metropolitan area.  

Reservations: A deposit of $1500 per person is 
required within 7 days of confirmation of your 
booking. The balance is due no later than 25 Jan 
2011 If a booking is made after this date, the full 
tour price is due at the time of confirmation. Prices 
are subject to change at anytime until full payment 
has been received and tickets have been issued.  

Special $1699 pp airfare offer available for a limited 
time only. Offer can be withdrawn at anytime without 
prior notice.  

Booking Forms: You are required to complete some 
forms when booking a group tour which provide 
essential information we require to process your 
booking. Your consultant will provide you with all 
relevant forms. Please ensure you read these 
booking conditions in conjunction with the Phil 

 
Cruiseco &  booking conditions.  

Baggage: The free baggage allowance on flights is 
strictly limited to 20kgs per person for economy 
passengers and 30kgs per person for business class 
passengers. Hand luggage is restricted to 1 piece 
per person weighing less than 7kg, Whilst on tour 
one main bag and 1 piece of hand luggage per 
person is allowed. Airlines may charge you for 
baggage in excess of these allowances, which will 

 

Insurance: Insurance is compulsory for cover 
against loss of deposit and loss of airfares, personal 
accident, medical cover etc. If you have an ongoing 
medical condition you may be required to complete 
a pre-existing medical form. If you are over 70 years 

of age, you are required to complete a seniors 
medical form. Your consultant will provide all details.  

Medical Advice: It is wise to seek medical advice 
before travelling as you may require vaccinations for 
this tour. We recommend seeking advice from a 
travel specialist doctor, or from your own GP.  

Passport & Visas: It is necessary for all passengers 
to be in possession of a valid passport which has at 
least 6 months validity beyond your return into 
Australia. We ask you to provide us with a copy of 
your passport. If visas are required for this tour, 
application forms will be provided and the visas will 
be obtained on your behalf by Phil Hoffmann Travel 
(additional cost).  

Price Alterations: Tour prices specified are based 
on airfares, taxes and land arrangement tariffs 
applicable at the time of printing, therefore they may 
be subject to alteration with or without prior notice 
until final payment date, as per brochure (final 
payment date (24 Jun 2011).  

Minimum Numbers: Group fares quoted for this 
tour are subject to a minimum 10 paying 
passengers travelling together. Phil Hoffmann Travel 
reserve the right to increase the tour price or cancel 
the tour should the numbers travelling not meet the 
required minimum. Tour escort travels when 
minimum numbers of 10 passengers are met. If 
group numbers are not met, the tour portion will 
proceed as independent travel arrangements.  

Amendments/changes: A fee of $100, per 
amendment will be charged for any reservation 
changes after your booking is confirmed, unless 
change increases the value of your booking. This fee 
is in addition to any charges from airlines, land 
operators or cruise lines. Bookings are non-
transferable. An amendment fee of $100 per person 
will apply for any changes to group flight 
arrangements. 

Cancellations: Cancellations of firm bookings will 
be subject to $1500 per person service fee plus any 
charges imposed by principals involved in operating 
the tour.Therefore, the cancellation fee may be up to 

the total cost for land and/or airfares. Cancelled 
bookings are non-transferable.  

Children: participants must be over the age of 15. 

Refunds/Credits: No refund is available in respect 
of any sightseeing tours, accommodation, meals or 
any other services not utilised or required during this 
tour. No refund is available for cancellations after 
the tour has commenced. Credit offers cannot be 
refunded or taken as cash.  

Responsibility: Phil Hoffmann Travel reserves the 
right to alter or omit any part of the itinerary or 
change of reservation, features and/or means of 
conveyance without any notice and for any reason 
whatsoever. Phil Hoffmann Travel does not accept 
liability for failure on the part of transportation 
companies, hotel contractors and other principals 
whose responsibility is confined to their own 
operations.  

Phil Hoffmann Travel reserves the right to alter 
hotels used should the necessity arise. The 
transportation companies or firms shall be exempt 
from all liabilities in respect of any detention, delay, 
loss, damage, sickness or injury and by whom so 
ever caused and whatever kind occurring of or to the 
passenger at any time when the passenger is not on 
board a conveyance used or operated by the 
transportation companies or firms. We reserve the 
right to take any reasonable action should your 
health, actions or behaviour impinge on the rights, 
welfare or enjoyment of other passengers. Phil 
Hoffmann Travel reserve the right to cancel or 
withdraw any person as a member of the tour at any 
time.  

All ticket coupons and orders are furnished and 
issued subject in all respects to those terms and 
conditions under which the means of transportation 
or other services provided thereby are offered or 
supplied by the owners, operators, public carriers, 
management agents or agents.  

The Phil Hoffmann Schedule of Professionalism 
applies. E&OE.     Brochure produced: 11 Oct 2010 


